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To the Editor: 2 ¢
, - William Safire’s Sept.: 17 column,
i “The Other Shoe,”. on the supposed
'3 double or triple secret agent “‘Fedo-
. ra,"” is serfously in-error -~ as is the

- ’ information from-thesReader’s Di-:

! gest, Edward Jay Epstein and James

. Angleton, on which the column is ap- .

-"parently ultimately based — at least

. ononecrucial point. ;3 -
- The heart of the matter 13 the al-
- 1egedrelationship between Epstein’s
© “Fedora” and YuriNosenko, a self-:

conf%sed K.G.B. agent who told the

 F.B.1.and the C.1.A. in 1963-64 that he .

;.had been Lee Harvey Oswald’s case’

{“agent for the K.G.B. and that there -

r- had been no relationship between the :

’KGB and Oswald,. theassassmot» -

Presxdmt Kennedy. - ol .
To put it mildly, there were < and 7

J are:: == well-founded and substantial ;
doubts about the tmth of Nosenko :
basxcstory P :
. As chief counsel for the Select Com,
- . | mittee on Assassinations in 1977-79, I ;
, - directed a comprehensive investiga- %
. tion of Nesenko and his story. about”
* Oswald and concluded, along with'a -
unanimous committee; that Nosenko
" had-lied to.the F.B.I..and C.IlA. in
1963-64--and_tousm1978 ‘Thedetails
; are-set out in “The Plot to Kill the °
PIESldEl’lt" (Tims Books1981). -
Jncluded in that investigation,
whlch had access to the key classified -

‘ documents -as well as F.B.L. and
! C.I.A. personnel and foreign defec.’
tors,-was a review of Epstein’s allega-

. tiong about the relatmnshxp between a

i "Fedora”andNosenko

-According to Epstein, nf Nosenko
had lied, then. the bona fides- of his--
“Fedora” had to be questioned and -
. rejected, too. Unfortunately, it just is- -
‘notallthat simple.. .«
.Although - the details of. th pro- -
‘cess-of reasoning are classified,-we -
"~ concluded that *... contrary to Ep.-
steir’s ‘assertionfs] . .....-. the._bona

' fides.of Nosenko [are} -yl not inexs

" tricably intertwmed w:t.h those of any
ot_herdefector* (SR
B : G. ROBERT BLAKEY
‘-~ ProfessorofLaw’
Notre Dame Law School
otreDame, Ind Sept 17, 1981
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